Annual report: Surveillance of adverse events following immunisation in Australia, 2005.
This report summarises Australian passive surveillance data for adverse events following immunisation (AEFI) reported to the Adverse Drug Reactions Advisory Committee for 2005, and describes reporting trends over the six year period 2000 to 2005. There were 839 AEFI records for vaccines received in 2005. This is an annual AEFI reporting rate of 4.1 per 100,000 population, the lowest since 2000 and a 22 per cent decrease compared with 2004 (1,081 records; 5.4 AEFI records per 100,000 population). The decrease was not consistent across age groups. Reporting of AEFI increased for children aged <1 year in 2005 (60.7 versus 50.3 per 100,000 population) and decreased for the 7 to <20 year age group (0.9 versus 8.9 per 100,000 population). Dose-based AEFI reporting rates in 2005 were 11.0 per 100,000 doses of scheduled vaccines for children aged <7 years and 2.0 per 100,000 doses of influenza vaccine for adults aged >18 years. The majority of records described non-serious events while 9 per cent (n=72) described AEFIs defined as serious. There was one report of death in an older person following influenza vaccine and one of non-polio acute flaccid paralysis in an infant, both temporally associated with immunisation. The most frequently reported individual AEFI was injection site reaction in children following a fifth dose of diphtheria-tetanus-acellular pertussis vaccine (79 reports per 100,000 doses). The increase in the population-based AEFI reporting rate for children aged <1 year in 2005 coincided with the introduction of national immunisation programs for conjugate pneumococcal vaccine in January 2005 and inactivated poliovirus vaccine in November 2005. The fall in reporting rates for older children and adolescents follows the completion of the national meningococcal C catch-up program in early 2005. The consistently low reporting rate of serious AEFIs demonstrates the high level of safety of vaccines in Australia.